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ABOUT THE BOOK

Escape Gravestone Caverns
Four sixth-grade friends on a field trip to Gravestone Caverns go off the tour path to debunk a ghost story, 
get trapped underground, and uncover the dark history of the Nightlore Witch Trials of 1605. A middle-grade 
adventure blending mystery, survival, friendship under pressure, and historical intrigue.

Genre: Middle-Grade Adventure / Mystery     Amazon: https://a.co/d/0ci9D37F

READERS' FAVORITE 5-STAR REVIEW

"A seasoned storyteller."
Praised for fast pacing, vivid cavern sensory detail, distinct character voices, and short focused chapters with 
alternating points of view. The Nightlore Witch Trials thread adds intrigue without overwhelming the 
adventure. Recommended for fans of friendship under pressure and underground exploration.

MEDIA & APPEARANCES
TV: FOX 10 Phoenix, live interview (Dec 2025)
Online: 12 News feature (Feb 2026), The Chandler Arizonan online feature (Feb 2026)
Print: The Chandler Arizonan newspaper feature (Feb 2026)
School Media: Basha Bear Network feature segment (Nov 2025)
Speaking: Quartz Hill Elementary literacy event (Mar 2026), Arizona Author Book Festival partner

WATCH MELISSA
FOX 10 Phoenix Interview: youtube.com/watch?v=NEGNeWJOOBQ
Quartz Hill Elementary Speaking Event: youtu.be/slS_0HwTwAE

"If you just keep pushing and keep writing and doing what you love, it doesn't matter if it's hard. All 
you have to do is keep going and eventually you'll make it."

-- Melissa C. Costa

ABOUT MELISSA
Melissa C. Costa published her debut novel Escape Gravestone Caverns at age 11. She is a competitive 
volleyball player, an active student, and a passionate advocate for kids' literacy. Melissa speaks at schools 
to inspire young readers and writers, and is currently working on new projects. She lives in Chandler, 
Arizona.

CONTACT
Paulo Costa (Melissa's dad / author outreach)
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